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Jurisdiction Over Unborn Children

Generally, Illinois courts will not exercise jurisdiction in cases brought by parents of unborn children. Sometimes,
fathers of unborn but viable children have certain rights regarding a mother’s plan to abort the child.! Where a
pregnant woman leaves Illinois prior to the birth of the child, the Illinois court may exercise jurisdiction once the child

is born — whether or not the child is born in Illinois. 2 It is important, however, to have all the papers in order prior to
the birth — a failure to do so could waive any claim to jurisdiction in Illinois.

This article was written by the law office of Cowell Taradash, P.C., whose attorneys are familiar with the latest court decisions,
recent changes in the law and even the tendencies of many judges. We can help. Contact us at 866.987.6723 or
info@illinoisdivorce.com.



